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of Poles who have just recently discovered
the blessings of freedom.

The courage and hope that carried their
parents and grandparents through the dark-
est days of the 1944 uprising remain. The
legacy of that battle stirs today’s residents to
embrace the challenges of liberty. And on
the strength of that tradition, democracy now
thrives in Warsaw.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 1, 1994,
as the 50th Anniversary of the Warsaw Upris-
ing. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of August, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:56 a.m., August 2, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 3.

Proclamation 6711—Helsinki
Human Rights Day, 1994
August 1, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For over 20 years, the Conference on Se-

curity and Cooperation in Europe has been
an important forum in leading humanity’s on-
going struggle to define and defend human
rights. The Helsinki Final Act of 1975 com-
mitted the United States, Canada, and 33
European states to respect ‘‘freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief, for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language,
or religion.’’ It stands as a fundamental dec-
laration of freedom—a beacon and a warning
to all those who would turn away from de-
mocracy’s welcoming light.

When the West called upon the states in
the Eastern bloc to uphold their CSCE
human rights commitments during the Cold
War, CSCE members’ support of these ideals
played a pivotal role. In recent years, the end
of the Cold War and the dramatic political
changes sweeping Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union have allowed the CSCE
to expand and reinforce its mandate even fur-
ther. The 1990 Charter of Paris added to ex-
isting CSCE principles, embracing new com-
mitments to political pluralism, economic lib-
erty, and the rule of law. The 1992 Helsinki
Summit emphasized that ‘‘the protection and
promotion of human rights and fundamental
freedoms and the strengthening of demo-
cratic institutions continue to be a vital basis’’
for comprehensive security. Today, the
shared determination of CSCE members to
uphold these essential values remains the
keystone of European security.

As CSCE member states strive to put the
Helsinki principles into practice, violent con-
flicts around the globe remind us that many
societies emerging from totalitarian rule still
have far to travel toward international stand-
ards of humanitarian democracy. Ethnic ten-
sions, civil unrest, and human rights abuses
are all too prevalent in several of the recently
admitted CSCE nations. The United States
stands steadfast in our commitment to full
implementation of the human rights and hu-
manitarian provisions of the Helsinki Ac-
cords, and I call upon all of the signatory
states to uphold their pledge to protect
human rights, to seek peaceful resolutions of
conflicts, and to fully abide by their obliga-
tions under the Helsinki Accords.

International security depends as never
before upon respect for the rights of individ-
uals and for the democratic principles of gov-
ernment. As we recognize the magnitude of
the Helsinki Accords in the history of nations,
we reaffirm our commitment to advancing
its timeless wisdom. The vigilant protection
of these basic freedoms is the world’s best
hope for a Europe of growing cooperation
and lasting peace.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 1, 1994,
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as Helsinki Human Rights Day and reaffirm
the American commitment to upholding
human dignity and freedom—principles that
are enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act. As
we Americans observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
let us remember our courageous citizens who
have made sacrifices to secure the freedoms
we enjoy. Let us work together to encourage
respect for human rights and democratic val-
ues around the world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of August, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:15 p.m., August 2, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 4.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Rwanda
August 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Since August 1993, when a fragile peace

was signed between Rwandan Government
Forces (RGF) and the Rwandan Patriotic
Front (RPF), the United Nations has been
actively addressing the humanitarian crisis in
Rwanda. On April 6, 1994, President
Habyarimana of Rwanda, President
Ntaryamira of Burundi and a number of gov-
ernment officials were killed when their
plane crashed while approaching the airport
in Kigali, Rwanda’s capital. This incident rup-
tured the peace and led to a resumption of
the civil war that has now resulted in the
deaths of hundreds of thousands of
Rwandans, many of them Tutsi civilians who
were the victims of genocide on the part of
radical Hutu elements aligned with the
former government.

In early July 1994, the government fell and
the RPF assumed power in Kigali, establish-
ing a multi-party government. Since that
time they have cooperated fully with us and
have even requested human rights monitors

to better assure the safety of returning refu-
gees. As a result of the Civil War, the nation’s
infrastructure has been virtually destroyed.
An estimated 2.1 million Rwandan refugees
have fled to neighboring Zaire, Burundi,
Uganda, and Tanzania, and the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) estimates that a further 2.6 mil-
lion persons are internally displaced.

The need to respond to disease, starvation,
and dehydration in the refugee camps, espe-
cially in Zaire and Burundi, led me on July
29, 1994, to direct the expansion of capabili-
ties at the Kigali airport to support the
UNHCR relief operation more effectively.
By providing a support infrastructure for the
relief of refugees and displaced persons out
of this capital city, I believe we will be better
able to draw Rwandans back to their homes,
away from the unsanitary conditions of the
refugee camps, and closer to a more central-
ized distribution point for humanitarian aid.
We have engaged in negotiations with the
new government in order to promote these
objectives. We have urged this new govern-
ment to broaden its political base, refrain
from retribution, respect the rule of law, and
otherwise create the conditions of safety and
security that would permit the refugees to
return home.

In the afternoon of July 29, 1994, I di-
rected General Joulwan, Commander in
Chief, United States European Command, in
addition to the relief operations he is already
conducting through Goma, Zaire and En-
tebbe, Uganda, immediately deploy a contin-
gent of U.S. forces, numbering approxi-
mately 200, to the airport at Kigali. These
forces began to arrive on July 30, 1994. Other
forces from Australia and the United King-
dom are committed to this effort in Kigali
as well. During this initial phase of ‘‘Oper-
ation Support Hope,’’ the United States and
other committed nations will establish and
operate a logistics base to support UNHCR
humanitarian relief operations. In this effort,
they will open a logistic coordination center
for receiving and distributing relief supplies,
provide airfield services and cargo handling,
and provide security for the airport at Kigali.
These efforts are directed at achieving the
objectives of U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tions 929, 925 and 918. No organized resist-
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